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SPORTS FOR THE WORLD’S CHILDREN’S 8TH ANNUAL “THEY ARE WORTHY” BENEFIT SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT

SAN FRANCISCO, July 21, 2005 – The Sports for the World’s Children Foundation (SWC) hosted its 8th annual “They Are Worth” benefit softball tournament the weekend of July 9 and 10 at the Moscone Recreation Center in San Francisco.  Participants were encouraged to bring used and new sports equipment to support their programs for children.  All donated equipment and proceeds from the tournament will go to providing kids (and communities and schools) with much needed sports equipment, skills clinics, and mentoring and training programs.  

This year a total of 18 teams participated in the tournament, and all teams in all divisions were guaranteed at least 3 games.  The following are the results:

COED REC

5-team double-elimination bracket with special consolation game:

1st place – SF Dragons

2nd place – First Republic Eagles

3rd place – Dukes

Consolation – Bean Counters

MVP – Denise Curry, SF Dragons

All Star – Adam Grasso, SF Dragons

All Star – Colin Kelly, SF Dragons

All Star – Jill Whitby, First Republic Eagles

All Star – Joyce Wong, First Republic Eagles

All Star – Lindsay Kauffmann, Dukes

All Star – Sean Williams, Dukes

All Star – Greg Reyes, Bean Counters

All Star – Alex Teekell, Bean Counters

All Star – Michelle Levynh, PNH

All Star – Vard Silver, PNH

MEN’S DD/C

8 teams with 4-team pool play and 4-team single-elimination finals.  Both Kuronami and Bushwackers went undefeated until the final game:

1st place – Kuronami

2nd place – Bushwackers

MVP – Doug Nishijima, Kuronami

All Star – Paul Rossi, Kuronami

All Star – Ben Calibjo, Bushwackers

All Star – Mark Hamanaka, Bushwackers

All Star – Ron McCambridge, Magilla’s Guerillas

All Star – Steve Stopt, Magilla’s Guerillas

All Star – Derek Rey, Buzzards

All Star – Peter Wenner, Buzzards

All Star – Kevin Austin, The Beat

All Star – Bryce Lynn, Il Pirata

All Star – Tony Brown, Hyenas

All Star – Jason Shultz, Almega’s MisFits

COED COMP

5-team double-elimination bracket with special consolation game.  Hiyamoto came back from the loser’s bracket to win the point game:

1st place – Hiyamoto

2nd place – Hukilau

3rd place – Gamers

Consolation – Lloyd of the Rings

MVP – Charlie R. Pennes, Hiyamoto

All Star – Brad Permenter, Hiyamoto

All Star – Tapa Tualaulelei, Hiyamoto

All Star – Melinda Loo, Hukilau

All Star – Ed Ng, Hulikau

All Star – Katie Cassidy, Gamers

All Star – Hector Villafranca, Gamers

All Star – Ken Tokutomi, Lloyd of the Rings

All Star – Michelle Youn, Lloyd of the Rings

All Star – Regina Exum, The Blown Wads

All Star – Chris Mann, The Blown Wads

Championship team participants were awarded “They are Worthy” T-shirts, and MVPs prizes included Rawlings Workhorse Deluxe Equipment Bags (donated by Rawlings), and admission passes for Paramount’s Great America.  All Stars were chosen from all teams and awarded prizes.  Prizes included San Francisco Giants tickets, Oakland A’s tickets, Trader Joe’s gift bags, and “They are Worthy” T-shirts.  All coed teams eliminated on Saturday, and all men’s teams that didn’t make the finals were awarded $25 Gift Cards from tournament sponsor Safeway.  All teams were treated to donuts and bagels donated by Krispy Kreme and Noah’s Bagels.

Hundreds of pounds of sports equipment, including 20 mitts, 50 bats, and almost 200 baseballs, basketballs, footballs, soccer balls, and softballs were donated by team participants.  This equipment will later transported to communities in Mexico, and delivered directly to hundreds of children in dire needs of sports equipment through SWC’s “Communities Play” sports equipment distribution and volunteer program in the fall.  Stay tuned to SWC’s Web site at www.swcfoundation.org for details on the upcoming trip.

The Sports for the World’s Children Foundation (SWC), based in San Francisco, has been a long time supporter of youth participation in sports in California, Mexico, and Nicaragua.  A new chapter is currently being formed in the state of Massachusetts.  SWC’s mission is to create ongoing, self-sustaining quality sports programs for children with limited or no resources.  Over the past seven years, SWC has benefited more than 7,600 children, ages 5-18, by providing them with thousands of pounds of sports equipment, sports skills instruction, and mentoring and training programs through its “Communities Play” Program.  

SWC would like to thank all tournament participants, sponsors, and volunteers for making this year’s benefit softball tournament the best yet!
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Interested individuals and/or sponsors can contact SWC for more information about their benefit softball tournament, sports equipment collections, “Communities Play” program to Mexico, and/or to request a DVD or video about their volunteer program to Mexico at swc@swcfoundation.org, (415) 566-3487, www.swcfoundation.org.
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